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Diane Ullman, co-founder of the UC Davis Art-Science Fusion Program, admires the Opuntia humifusa tile as she sits on a
bench in the Ruth Risdon Storer Garden at the UCD Arboretum. Behind her is the Iris Pacific Coast hybrid tile. Below is the
Eristalis tenax (bee) tile. A fundraising campaign is under way to permanently install the tiles on a 26-foot-long curved wall.

Mosaic mural needs a home

‘Nature's Garden’ would be
the focal point of a UCD
Arboretum courtyard

By Cory Golden

ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

Once they graced the U.S.
Botanical Garden on the
National Mall and later the
California State Fair. But for
now, the 140 colorful tiles of
a mosaic mural called
“Nature’s Garden” remain in
wooden crates, locked away
in a storage locker.

“It’s so phenomenally
sad,” said Diane Ullman,
co-founder of the UC Davis

Art-Science Fusion Program.

“I go there periodically just
to gaze lovingly at them.”
Now, though, fundraising

attracts the

insects that
inspired the tiles,
and the
Arboretum

Teaching
Nursery
is under just off
way to Garrod
pay for Drive.
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and more than 11 with the “Nature’s
feet high at the UC Garden” as its focal
Davis Arboretum. point.
It will be between the Ullman said those

who’ve seen the wall of tiles
— a sort of “ceramic flower
garden” — seem drawn to it.

Ruth Risdon Storer Garden,
which showcases the
drought-tolerant plants and

“It is really almost a
visceral response that people
have to it, in a good way,”
she said. “It’s almost sensual.
There’s texture and the
colors. Everybody loves
flowers.

“A lot of people just walk
up and start touching it,
running their hands over the
flowers and insects.”

Forty students from Ento-
mology I and 40 community
members created the tiles
over just eight weeks in the
spring of 2007.

Friends of the Arboretum,
university staff, faculty and
assorted children worked
with the students under the
guidance of Ullman, a pro-
fessor and associate dean in
the College of Agricultural
and Environmental Sciences,

See MURAL, Page A7
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